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Senate, April 28, 2011 
 
The Committee on Judiciary reported through SEN. 
COLEMAN of the 2nd Dist., Chairperson of the Committee on 
the part of the Senate, that the bill ought to pass. 
 

 
 
 AN ACT CONCERNING ADVANCE DIRECTIVES FOR THE 
DISPOSITION, CUSTODY AND CONTROL OF THE BODY OF A 
PERSON FOR WHOM A CONSERVATOR OF THE PERSON HAS 
BEEN APPOINTED.  

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Assembly convened: 
 

Section 1. Subsection (a) of section 45a-656 of the general statutes is 1 
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective 2 
October 1, 2011): 3 

(a) The conservator of the person shall have the duties and authority 4 
expressly assigned by the court pursuant to section 45a-650, which 5 
duties and authority may include: (1) The duty and responsibility for 6 
the general custody of the conserved person; (2) the authority to 7 
establish the conserved person's residence within the state, subject to 8 
the provisions of section 45a-656b; (3) the authority to give consent for 9 
the conserved person's medical or other professional care, counsel, 10 
treatment or service; (4) the duty to provide for the care, comfort and 11 
maintenance of the conserved person; [and] (5) the duty to take 12 
reasonable care of the conserved person's personal effects; and (6) the 13 
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authority to execute a written document in advance of the conserved 14 
person's death, in accordance with section 45a-318, as amended by this 15 
act, directing the disposition of such conserved person's body upon the 16 
death of such person or designating an individual to have custody and 17 
control of the disposition of such person's body upon the death of such 18 
person. 19 

Sec. 2. Subsection (a) of section 45a-318 of the general statutes is 20 
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective 21 
October 1, 2011): 22 

(a) Any person eighteen years of age or older, and of sound mind, 23 
or any conservator of the person authorized pursuant to subdivision 24 
(6) of subsection (a) of section 45a-656, as amended by this act, to act 25 
on behalf of the conserved person, may execute in advance of such 26 
person's death a written document, subscribed by such person or 27 
conservator and attested by two witnesses, either: (1) Directing the 28 
disposition of such person's body upon the death of such person, 29 
which document may also designate an individual to have custody 30 
and control of such person's body and to act as agent to carry out such 31 
directions; or (2) if there are no directions for disposition, designating 32 
an individual to have custody and control of the disposition of such 33 
person's body upon the death of such person. Such disposition shall 34 
include, but not be limited to, cremation, incineration, disposition of 35 
cremains, burial, method of interment and cryogenic preservation. 36 
Any such document may designate an alternate to an individual 37 
designated under subdivision (1) or (2) of this subsection. 38 

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following 
sections: 
 
Section 1 October 1, 2011 45a-656(a) 
Sec. 2 October 1, 2011 45a-318(a) 
 
JUD Joint Favorable  
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The following Fiscal Impact Statement and Bill Analysis are prepared for the benefit of the members 

of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and explanation and do 

not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber thereof for any purpose. In 

general, fiscal impacts are based upon a variety of informational sources, including the analyst’s 

professional knowledge.  Whenever applicable, agency data is consulted as part of the analysis, 

however final products do not necessarily reflect an assessment from any specific department. 

OFA Fiscal Note 
 
State Impact: None  

Municipal Impact: None  

Explanation 

The bill makes a procedural change regarding the probate court’s 
ability to authorize a conservator to execute certain documents in 
advance to a conserved person’s death, and will not result in a fiscal 
impact.  

The Out Years 

State Impact: None  

Municipal Impact: None  
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OLR Bill Analysis 
SB 1057  
 
AN ACT CONCERNING ADVANCE DIRECTIVES FOR THE 
DISPOSITION, CUSTODY AND CONTROL OF THE BODY OF A 
PERSON FOR WHOM A CONSERVATOR OF THE PERSON HAS 
BEEN APPOINTED.  
 
SUMMARY: 

This bill allows a conservator of the person, if granted the authority 
by a probate court, to execute a written document before the conserved 
person’s death to (1) direct the disposition of the person’s body upon 
death or (2) designate someone to have custody and control of the 
body’s disposition. Currently, a person age 18 or older of sound mind 
can create one of these documents for himself or herself. 

The bill requires a conservator to follow the requirements in current 
law for such a document:   

1. the conservator must subscribe, and two witnesses attest, to it; 

2. the document can (a) direct disposition of the person’s body 
upon death and may designate someone to have custody and 
control of the body and act as agent to carry out the directions or 
(b) designate someone to have custody and control of disposing 
of the body without directions; and 

3. the document can designate an alternate person to have custody. 

By law, a document executed by a person revokes any previously 
executed document by the person or prior authorization for 
disposition the person executed.  It is unclear under the bill whether a 
conservator is authorized to revoke a document previously executed 
by the (1) conservator or (2) conserved person when he or she was of 
sound mind. 
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EFFECTIVE DATE:  October 1, 2011 

BACKGROUND 
Conservator of the Person 

The law defines a “conservator of the person” as a person, 
municipal or state official, or private profit or nonprofit corporation, 
except a hospital or nursing home, appointed by the probate court to 
supervise the personal affairs of a person (1) found to be incapable of 
caring for himself or herself or (2) who voluntarily asks the court for 
the appointment. 

COMMITTEE ACTION 
Judiciary Committee 

Joint Favorable 
Yea 45 Nay 0 (04/15/2011) 

 


